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Superintelligence is coming?
SOON NOPE
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How we got here

1950
Turing’s imitation game

1966
Weizenbaum’s ELIZA 
chatbot

1980
Searle’s Chinese Room

2006
Legg & Hutter define 
intelligence

2012
Bostrom’s orthogonality 
thesis · Deutsch’s 
‘Creative blocks’

2017
Kelly: ‘The myth of a 
superhuman AI’

2020
Bender & Koller’s 
octopus test

2024–25
Amodei’s ‘country of 
geniuses’ · AI 2027

2026
?
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People use different definitions
AGI Powerful AI Superintelligence
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What does intelligence mean?
1950
Can it talk like us?

2006
Can it achieve goals?

2012
Can it create new explanations?

2020
Does it understand?

A B

O

1. A and B chat by undersea cable
2. O taps in, learns the patterns
3. O cuts B off and poses as B
4. A bear chases A; O can’t help

mind & machines



Scaling might not be the only bottleneck
THE BUILDERS THE THEORISTS 

Brett Hall’s ‘parable of the aviators’, after David Deutsch

VS
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What is the future of superintelligence?
An alien will
Nick Bostrom, 2012

A country of geniuses
Dario Amodei, 2024

A person
David Deutsch & Brett Hall

A myth
Kevin Kelly, 2017

intelligence

final goals

paperclips

decimal places of pi

grains of sand 

Instrumental convergence: for a wide 
range of final goals, an agent has reason 
to pursue self-preservation and 
goal-content integrity

Nobel smarter than a 
Nobel Prize 
winner

Millions of instances 
running at once

10x–100x human speed

Weeks tasks that take 
weeks, done 
autonomously
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